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ANIKAYA’s mission is to break down the perceived 
boundaries between people, cultures and art 
forms. ANIKAYA’s work falls into two symbiotic, 
porous categories – performance and community 
engagement.  Both come back to one essential 
change catalyst – kinesthetic empathy. Our work 
questions the boundaries that we imagine 
betweenbetween ourselves, and seeks to break down 
these imagined walls through an embodied 
practice of radical empathy.

ANIKAYA weaves together music, dance, visual 
art, new media and storytelling to create work that 
is resonant of deep-rooted traditions, without 
being bound to any one genre, place or practice. 

ANIKAYA engages in the authentic 
representation of reality. We are an artist-run 
organization and all of our projects are created by 
and for people of all genders and gender 
presentations, people of color from the US and 
around the world, LGBTQIA people, and people 
who create in bodies that are socially-constructed 
as as disabled. 



From the Artistic Director

“Can you feel the world shaking...?”
                                       -John Lee Clark

January, 2021

Dear friends,

20202020 started off with tremendous promise. We had 
invitations from festivals and venues around the world and 
confirmed tours of Conference of the Birds in China and the 
US; Delicateness in Times of Brutality in Alaska; and the 
premiere of a The Women Gather was commissioned by 
Gibney Dance to premiere in September. 

ConfeConference of the Birds went on its first international tour 
with critically-acclaimed, packed performances at the 
Bharat Rang Mahotsav festival in New Delhi and its satellite 
festival in Shillong, India. The first Covid 19 case appeared 
in India while we were there. 

TheThe Women Gather had its first mini-residency in São Paulo, 
Brazil in the beginning of March. When the US closed its 
borders, I was waiting for my flight home.

Our countries have been some of the hardest hit – the US, 
Brazil, India, South Africa, Turkey, France, Indonesia. Some 
of us have been sick. We have lost friends and family and 
community members. And we have longed for each other.

Conference of the Birds
“The Valley of Love”

Boston Center for the Arts



Early in the pandemic a new relationship developed with the Ubumuntu Festival in Kigali, Rwanda and its founder/director, 
Hope Azeda. I collaborated on the creation of the anthem video for their hybrid festival, and the Birds were presented virtually. 
We will continue developing this collaboration with a workshop residency during the 2021 festival and the hope that we will 
bring the full Conference of the Birds production to Kigali for the 2022 festival. 

WWe have been able to conduct some workshops virtually, including with dancers in Kigali through the Ubumuntu Festival, and 
with Corpo Cidadão, a company of young dancers from the communidades in Belo Horizonte. The Birds have been teaching 
virtual classes since November from our homes around the world. This has given us some solace and allowed us to maintain 
some form of connection.

ButBut our work is not virtual. Our work is touch, and breathing together, and moving together in space. I cannot pretend that our 
work since March 13, 2020 bore any resemblance to what it should be, what it can be. Not everything can be done at a distance. 
I think often of DeafBlind poet John Lee Clark’s writings on “distantism” – the preferencing and privileging of communication 
that occurs at a distance, without touch. As is so often the case, we need perspectives other than our own to understand the 
world. We have been victims of an extreme distantism this year. He writes: “I have worked on making my bubble as thin as 
possible,possible, ready to pop the instant there’s an opportunity for connection.” And “Can you feel the world shaking as it starts to, 
finally, come together?”

We will keep our bodies attuned to the world’s trembling. We will keep our bubbles thin. Ready.

Wendy Jehlen
Artistic Director

The Swan
Somerville, MA



ANIKAYA 
Dance 
Diplomacy 

2020

Conference of the Birds
Delhi, India
Shilong, India
Kigali, Rwanda (virtual)

The Women Gather
São Paulo, Brazil
Boston, MA

We Are All Here Right Now
Belo Horizonte, Brazil (virtual)

Pandemic Dance Film Series
Somerville, MA
Boston, MA

Virtual Classes
Somerville, MA
São Paulo, Brazil
Istanbul, Turkey
Surakarta, Indonesia
Cotonou, Benin
Capetown, SouCapetown, South Africa
Cairo, Egypt



Conference of the Birds is an evening-length movement theater work inspired by the epic poem 
of Farid Ud din Attar, and embodying stories gathered from modern-day refugees and other migrants.  Along 
with stage performances we will present community workshops, and workshops for professional and 
pre-professional performing artists, which will include site-responsive, community participation performances 
of a companion piece, Silent Flight. The Conference of the Birds cast is made up of dancers from around the 
world each of whom represents a unique cultural tradition. Collaborating dancers include artists from Benin, 
Brazil,Brazil, Egypt, Indonesia, South Africa, Japan, Turkey and the US. Original music was composed for the work by 
Shaw Pong Liu (US), Eric Raynaud/Fraction (France), and Shahou Andalibi (Iran).  Animated projection art was 
created by David Bengali (US). The project poses the question:  How can we be different together?  
Conference of the Birds traveled to India in February to perform in New Delhi and Shillong at the Bharat Rang 
Mahotsav International Theatre Festival, ANIKAYA’s third engagement with the festival which is the biggest in 
the region. 

Conference of the Birds, presented by Wendy Jehlen’s Anikaya dance company during the NSD’s 21st International Theatre 
Festival, is a experience we all hope for when we enter a theatre, one that takes us on an emotional and visceral journey that 
can shift the imprints in our core.                                            - Sharon Lowen, Asian Age

Conference of the Birds
The Valley of Detachment 
Shillong, India



Still from “Between Us”
The Birds virtual offering at 
Ubumuntu Festival
Kigali, Rwanda



Still from “Between Us”
The Birds virtual offering at 
Ubumuntu Festival
Kigali, Rwanda



Still from “Between Us”
The Birds virtual offering at 
Ubumuntu Festival
Kigali, Rwanda

Still from “Flame of Hope”
Festival Anthem
Ubumuntu Festival
Kigali, Rwanda



New Work: The Women Gather 

The Women Gather will be a movement-based 
performance project of and for women. It is a 
centering of women’s experience. It’s creation is in 
response both to what we are seeing in the world 
around us, and to my own internalized misogyny, 
my own centering of the male body, that I wish to 
confront through this creative process. In its 
crcreation, The Women Gather will be a shared 
communal experience, in workshops for 
community dancers and movers. 

The Women Gather will be a ritual of healing. A 
gathering of women. A safe space and a space for 
the conjuring of magic.

All input will be from women-identified artists of diverse culture, color and 
discipline - trans, cis and non-binary and with a conscious awareness of the 
glorious diversity of gender presentation within women.

SoundSound will be generated by the performers. Shaw Pong Liu will direct a 
soundscape of the body, including singing and body percussion, along with 
vocalizations usually associated with women - whispering, deep breathing, 
ululating, wailing. We will explore sounds of fury, power, and aggression that are 
historically held more inwardly or privately by women. Liu will incorporate 
fragments, inspiration from the performers’ musical lexicons.

TheThe stage design and costumes will be by artist Marlene Santana with sculpture by 
sculptor Isabel Andrews, inspired by the work of women fiber artists, both 
recognized and unseen, including the quilters, weavers, knitters and garment 
workers of the world. We will use found objects, including used clothing in reds, 
deep oranges and purples to create webs, roots, nests and other homes that will 
evolve throughout the performance. Light will be designed by Annie Weigand 
who will be working intimately with the space, the installation and dancers bodies 
to cto create an immersive environment. 

In March 2020, we conducted our first residency in São Paulo, Brazil. 



We Are All Here Right Now will be a new devised work for an ensemble of eight and up 
to twenty community-based dancers. In 2020 we conducted virtual workshops with Corpo Cidadão, a 
project of Grupo Corpo in Belo Horizonte, Brazil. 

Pandemic Dance Film Series 
In 2020 we created a series of four dance films in non-traditional spaces. This series will continue and 
expand in 2021. 

Virtual Classes with The Birds 
In November we launched weekly zoom classes taught by all of the Birds from their homes around the 
world. We will continue with these classes until we can fly again. Visit: www.anikaya-virtual.org





The Cage
pandemic video series
Somerville, MA
August, 2020

Sculpture:
Isabel Andrews
Light design:
Anika Nayak
Dance: 
Wendy Jehlen
VVideography:
Olivia Huang



The Swan
pandemic video series
Somerville, MA
October 2020

Music: 
Miranda Henne &
Kayala Nayak
Light & stage design:
Anika Nayak
Dance: 
WWendy Jehlen
Videography:
Olivia Huang



Dance: 
Wendy Jehlen &
Melissa Huser
Sound: 
Wendy Jehlen
Videography:
OOlivia Huang

Conjuring
pandemic video series
Boston, MA
October 31, 2020



The Empty Room
pandemic video series
Somerville, MA
December, 2020

Dance: 
Wendy Jehlen 
Music 
Nelson Alexander
Videography:
Olivia Huang



Financial Statement 
 

   

Revenue   Expenses  
Earned Income 21376      Artist fees 21323 
        Travel 28389 
Government grants       Production Expenses 16592 
    Federal 20850      Administration 4451 
    State  0      Program Expenses in-kind 13800 
    Local 4500  Total Expenses 84555 
     
Foundation grants     
    New England Foundation for the Arts 8000    
    Eastern Bank    1000    
    Cricket Foundation 7500    
    The Boston Foundation 15000    
    Kates Foundation 850    
    APAP 2000    
    National School of Drama 18146    
    National Performance Network 4818    
     
Private donations 2156    
     
In-kind donations 13800    
Total Revenue 119996    
     
     

 



Board of Directors

Wendy Jehlen
Artistic Director

Hussein Rashid
Board Chair

Lydia Volaitis
Clerk/Treasurer

DiDirectors:
 Danielle Egan
 Njeri Grievous
 Genevieve Hyacinthe
 Suzuko Suzuki
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The Women Gather
Photo: Silvana Palumbo
Mise en Scene: Marlene Santana
Dance: Wendy Jehlen, Destiny Polk, Juçara Amaral
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Conference of the Birds - Valley of Love
Photo: Liza Voll
Wendy Jehlen & Luciane Ramos Silva
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The Swan
Photo: still from video by Olivia Huang
Mise en Scene: Anika NayakMise en Scene: Anika Nayak

Page 5
Conference of the Birds - Valley of Detachment
Photo: Eric Raynaud
Danang Pamungkas, Kae Ishimoto, Ibrahim Abdo, 
Luciane Ramos, Wendy Jehlen, Sarveshan Gangen, 
Yasin Anar
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Photo: Marcel Gbeffa
Dance: Marcel Gbeffa

Page 7
Photo: stills from video by dancers
Dancers: Wendy Jehlen & Luciane Ramos Silva
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Photo: sPhoto: still from video by Kayala Nayak
Dancers: Wendy Jehlen, Anika Nayak, Laura Clervil
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Photo: Marlene Santana
Costume by Marlene Santana 
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Photo: stills from zoom classes

Page 11
Photo: still from video by Olivia Huang
Sculpture: Isabel Andrews
Light: Anika Nayak
Dance: Dance: Wendy Jehlen
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Photo: still from video by Olivia Huang
Mise en Scene: Anika Nayak
Cello: Miranda Henne & Kayala Nayak
Dance: Wendy Jehlen
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Photo: sPhoto: still from video by Olivia Huang
Dance: Wendy Jehlen & Melissa Huser

Page 17
Photo: still from video by Olivia Huang
Light: Anika Nayak
Dance: Wendy Jehlen
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