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ANIKAYA’s mission is to break down the perceived 
boundaries between people, cultures and art 
forms. ANIKAYA’s work falls into two symbiotic, 
porous categories – performance and community 
engagement.  Both come back to one essential 
change catalyst – kinesthetic empathy. Our work 
questions the boundaries that we imagine 
betweenbetween ourselves, and seeks to break down 
these imagined walls through an embodied 
practice of radical empathy.

ANIKAYA weaves together music, dance, visual 
art, new media and storytelling to create work that 
is resonant of deep-rooted traditions, without 
being bound to any one genre, place or practice. 

ANIKAYA engages in the authentic 
representation of reality. We are an artist-run 
organization and all of our projects are created by 
and for people of all genders and gender 
presentations, people of color from the US and 
around the world, LGBTQIA people, and people 
with disabilities/disabled people.
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Conference of the Birds
Middlebury, VT
Kigali, Rwanda

The Women Gather
Cotonou, Benin
Nogales and Hermosillo, Mexico
New York City, NY
Boston, MA

Sacred Spaces Series
Somerville, MA
Boston, MA

Migrations
Boston, MA
Cambridge, MA
Maputo, Mozambique
Ramallah, Palestine
Kigali, Rwanda
WWashington, DC
New York City, NY
Providence, RI
Beijing, China

Lilith
Boston, MA
Tijuana, Mexico
Nogales, Mexico
Hermosillo, Mexico

Run Like a Girl
Tijuana, Mexico



Conference of the Birds 

pprofessional and pre-professional performing artists, 
which will include site-responsive, community 
participation performances of a companion piece, Silent 
Flight. The Conference of the Birds cast is made up of 
dancers from around the world each of whom represents 
a unique cultural tradition. Collaborating dancers 
include artists from Benin, Brazil, Egypt, Indonesia, 
SouSouth Africa, Taiwan, Turkey and the US. Original music 
was composed for the work by Shaw Pong Liu (US), Eric 
Raynaud/Fraction (France), and Shahou Andalibi (Iran).  
Animated projection art was created by David Bengali 
(US). The project poses the question:  How can we be 
different together?  

In 2022 we resumed performances with engagements at 
Middlebury College and the Ubumuntu Festival in 
Kigali, Rwanda. 

is an evening-length movement 
theater work inspired by the 
epic poem of Farid Ud din Attar, 
and embodying stories 
gathered from modern-day 
refugees and other migrants.  
Along with stage performances 
wewe present community 
workshops and workshops for

…impossibly athletic, and even more gracefully 
executed…Throughout the entire piece their 
movements only grew more graceful, intentional 
and certain. At the point when most would have 
been out of breath, exhausted and ready to 
collapse, their acting only grew more convincing, 
their choreography more athletic and their 
energy to unimaginable heights energy to unimaginable heights 

- Sofia Afsar-Keshmiri, The Middlebury Campus

Conference of the Birds
The Valley of Love
Ubumuntu Festival
Kigali, Rwanda



Migrations is a site-responsive, highly-structured movement score that incorporates elements based on the 
flocking behavior of birds, exploring similarities between movements found in human cultures and migration. It is 
created in collaboration with local dancers and other community members by ANIKAYA’s Birds ensemble. It is intended 
for multi-generational groups of mixed ability.  

Migrations is a celebration of our coming together, confluences, crossing of borders and boundaries. It is a celebration 
of our ability to fly again.

Migrations grew out of the Silent Flight project, a score created and performed with the Maple Leaf dancers, a group Migrations grew out of the Silent Flight project, a score created and performed with the Maple Leaf dancers, a group 
of women ages 65-85 who rehearse at the Pao Arts Center in Chinatown, Boston. Silent Flight was performed by the 
Maple Leaf Dancers, ANIKAYA’s Birds, and dancers from the workshops that led to the creation of Conference of the 
Birds, including workshops at the Islamic Society of Greater Boston Cultural Center. 

Migrations was created with support from the Mayor’s Office of Arts and Culture’s Joy Agenda - Transformative Public Migrations was created with support from the Mayor’s Office of Arts and Culture’s Joy Agenda - Transformative Public 
Art. It has now been re-created in Boston, Cambridge as well as in Maputo, Mozambique; Ramallah, Palestine; Kigali, 
Rwanda; and in a joint project in New York City, Washington, DC, Boston, Providence and Beijing, China.



Dancers: 
students from:
Boston Arts Academy & 
Cambridge Ringe and Latin
Boston Conservatory faculty
community dancers
and the Biand the Birds
Music: Marcus Santos

Migrations
Boston, MA
October 2021



Migrations
Ubumuntu Festival
Kigali, Rwanda
July 2022



Migrations 
Beijing, China
Nov 2022

Migrations 
Gallaudet University
Washington, DC
Nov 2022



The Women Gather is a ritual of healing created by an international and local ensemble of women-identified artists. This ritual takes place in an environment created by the ensemble, in a soundscape 
of our voices and bodies and the voices of our mothers and our grandmothers. We come to this space with different stories, different cultures, different bodies. We gather to create a safe space to exist and to 
gather our strength for what lies ahead. All are welcome.

The Women Gather workshop - Hermosillo, Mexico - September 2022



“I felt a sacred invitation to witness.”
If you are bathed in the waters of resistance*, welcome.

“To say this performance is profound is to say too little. It is  cliche 
however true that words fail me. The only one that come to mind is 
cleansing. And I am grateful.”

“a place of deep communal empathy and care.”

“Watching the way the women gently and 
lovingly caressed the limbs of the dancer with a 
limb difference reminded me of my 
grandmother.” 
(from an audience member with a limb difference)

Boston witness comments:

The Women Gather at the Strand Theater, Boston, November 2022

"Se você foi banhado pelas águas da resistência, seja bem vindo"
Mestra Janja



Run Like a Girl is a project that looks at the words 
and phrases permeating our cultures that chip away 
at the self-esteem of girls, creating a false image of 
girls and women as “weak.”  These workshops 
teach a series of movement activities that explore 
ways of playing, running, and interacting in 
stereotypically feminine ways – i.e., cooperatively, 
supporsupportively, non-competitively. ANIKAYA and our 
collaborators lead open discussions about “like a 
girl” phrases and what they could mean, if we 
reclaim them. 

Sacred Spaces is a series of outdoor 
interventions that reveal the sacred in the urban, 
the mundane.space. In 2021-2022 we presented a 
series of Covid-safe performances in local parks.

Lilith is a study of the story of the first woman, 
created as Adam’s equal, who rebelled against 
Adam and fled Eden.  This character is explored 
as a figure from ancient texts who has been 
re-envisioned and reclaimed in modern feminist 
thought. Inspired by a sculpture by Kiki Smith, the 
solo work was created in 2013 in collaboration 
wiwith poet Keith Tornheim, Lilith was performed in 
Boston at the Boston Center for the Arts in 2021 
and in Tijuana, Nogales and Hermosillo, MX in 
2022.

Run Like a Girl - Tĳuana, MX - April 2022

Lilith - Hermosillo, MX - September 2022

The Cage - Somerville, MA - August 2021



Breath(less)
Sacred Spaces
Somerville, MA
September 2021

Dance: 
Wendy Jehlen
Melissa Huser
Light & stage design:
Anika Nayak



Financial Statement 2021 
 

   

Revenue   Expenses  
Earned Income 4301      Artist fees 27193 
       Travel 27868 
Government grants       Production Expenses 3159 
    Federal 5700      Publicity 101 
    State  52000      Admin/Operations 5527 
    Local 6500   0 
   Total Expenses 63848 
Foundation grants         
    Combined Jewish Philanthropies 5000        
    The Boston Foundation    16500        
    Kates Foundation 600        
    New England Foundation for the Arts 8000    
    Network of Ensemble Theaters 1000    
         
Private donations 2214        
Miscellaneous     
Total Revenue 101815    
     
     

ANIKAYA/Akhra, Inc. has been supported in 2021 by the generosity of the following: 
Boston Cultural Council 
Massachusetts Cultural Council 
Somerville Arts Council 
The Kates Foundation 

Network of Ensemble Theaters 
New England Foundation for the Arts 
US Department of State Public Diplomacy  
& individual donors 

  The Boston Foundation 
  Combined Jewish Philanthropies 



Financial Statement 2022 
 

   

Revenue   Expenses  
Earned Income 43158      Artist fees 148821 
       Travel 76547 
Government grants       Production Expenses 11582 
    Federal 24060      Publicity 3600 
    State  2500      Admin/Operations 10566 
    Local 93270    
   Total Expenses 252116 
Foundation grants         
    MidAtlantic Arts 9000        
    The Boston Foundation    15000        
    Kates Foundation 750        
    New England Foundation for the Arts 2000    
    Network of Ensemble Theaters 2000    
         
Private donations 8225        
Miscellaneous 6043    
Ticket Sales 1190    
Total Revenue 207196    
     
     

ANIKAYA/Akhra, Inc. has been supported in 2022 by the generosity of the following: 
Boston Cultural Council 
Massachusetts Cultural Council 
Somerville Arts Council 
Cambridge Arts Council 
The Kates Foundation 
Arts Envoy 

National Endowment for the Arts 
New England Foundation for the Arts 
Network of Ensemble Theaters 
US Department of State Public Diplomacy  
& individual donors 



2021

2022



Board of Directors

Hussein Rashid
Board Chair

Lydia Volaitis
Clerk/Treasurer

Directors:
 Danielle Egan
  Njeri Grievous
 Genevieve Hyacinthe
 Andrea Blesso

Wendy Jehlen
Artistic Director
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